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SWAG News
It's difficult for me to believe it, but 
in just a few more weeks, I'll be 
completing my sixth year in 
archiving. It wasn't long after I 
began working in "the 
tower" (where our Archives are 
located) that someone emailed me 
about SWAG and I went to my first 
meeting that Fall. From what I 
heard, it hadn't been too long 
before that when SWAG had 
become an independent group. 
And when I got to know the other 
SWAG-gers (I love that word!) I 
realized how much variety there is, 
even within our own circle - 
university archives, company 
archives, civic group archives, 
religious group archives, and 
unaffiliated people. We represent 
quite a cross-section of life in 
southeastern Wisconsin.
 
Perhaps even more than the formal 
training I took in archiving, I really 
learned to appreciate the sharing 
that became a part of our meetings 
- not just the educational part of 
our meeting, but the across-the-
table chat between members about 
what methods work for them and 
what doesn't. I always come away 
with a better grasp of how I can 
tackle some of the tasks I have in 
my own work. Over the last six 

years, this has never changed for 
me. I still learn something from 
each meeting. I also enjoy seeing 
each others' archives. The tours 
have become a real favorite for me 
and I've heard the same from other 
members. And when I've had to 
contact another member about 
information they might have in their 
archives, I find that it's so much 
easier when I can call on someone 
I already know.
 
As one of the Co-Chairs of SWAG, 
I see how our group has grown in 
these past six years. We now list 
over 50 members, and we 
regularly have approximately 
15-20 people attend each meeting. 
Several new members have joined 
us in the last couple years and 
have become active participants. 
The WIKI, the ListServe and the 
newsletter keep us well informed 
between meetings. All in all, I think 
we can all be pretty proud of what 
SWAG has become. Co-Chair Ellen 
Engseth and I want to encourage 
everyone on the list to be as active 
in SWAG as they can be, because 
our interaction benefits us all.  

(cont’d on pg. 4)
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The Wisconsin Society for 
Jewish Learning and its 
Wisconsin Small Jewish 
Communities History Project 
were one of three recipients 
of this year’s Midwest 
Archives Conference 
President’s Award 
announced at MAC’s 2009 
annual meeting in St. Louis.

The MAC Presidents' Award 
was established in 1986 to 
recognize significant 
contributions to the archival 
profession by individuals, 
institutions, and 
organizations not directly 
involved in archival work but 
knowledgeable about its 
purpose and value. 

For more than half a 
century, since 1953, the 
Wisconsin Society for Jewish 
Learning has been involved 
with documenting the history 
of a Jewish presence in 
Wisconsin. Early in its 
history, it founded the 
Wisconsin Jewish Archives at 
the Wisconsin Historical 
Society providing funds for 
materials processing and 
cataloging for a number of 
years.  During this same 
period, the organization 
hired a University of 
Wisconsin student, Alfred 
Sumberg, to start 

Local Group Recipient of 2009 MAC 
Presidents’ Award

researching the history of Jews in 
Wisconsin. The project was put on 
hiatus when he graduated. It was 
restarted almost 50 years later in 
anticipation of the Society’s 50th 
anniversary and became what is 
now known as the Wisconsin 
Small Jewish Communities History 
Project. Quickly, the need for the 
project became very apparent - 
people who grew up in these 
communities were aging and 
physical traces of these 
communities were disappearing. 

Much has been accomplished. 
The group has discovered a 
Jewish presence in close to 300 
communities around the state, 
collected photos and other 
related objects, and conducted 
several oral history interviews 
(many shortly before the subject 
died). 
Much of this information is 
documented on their project web 
site at http://project.wsjl.org and 

in a documentary film, Chosen 
Towns, which was created with 
UW-Milwaukee film students and 
aired statewide on Wisconsin 
Public Television in October and 
December 2008. Plans are 
underway to create curricular 
materials for the 4th grade 
Wisconsin history curriculum and 
a moveable exhibit. All materials 
collected, including the oral 
histories and transcriptions and 
the 50+ hours of film footage 
taken for the documentary will be 
offered to the Jewish Archives at 
the Wisconsin Historical Society. 

Sara Shutkin, college archivist at 
Alverno College and member of 
the advisory committee for the 
Small Jewish Communities History 
Project, nominated the 
organization and was in 
attendance at the MAC 
membership meeting in St. Louis 
for the award presentation.

http://www.midwestarchives.org/presidentsaward.asp
http://www.midwestarchives.org/presidentsaward.asp
http://project.wsjl.org
http://project.wsjl.org
http://www.wsjl.org/documentary.shtml
http://www.wsjl.org/documentary.shtml
http://www.wsjl.org/documentary.shtml
http://www.wsjl.org/documentary.shtml
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WIMA’s Dunn Family Collection
The big news the last few years at the Ward Irish 
Music Archives has been the addition of the Dunn 
Family Collection. Born in Ireland in 1855, Michael 
Dunn immigrated to Milwaukee in the middle 
1880s and began working in the Milwaukee Fire 
Department, where he reached the rank of captain 
before retiring in 1903. 

Dunn shared a love and passion for Irish music with 
Francis O’Neill, the chief of police in Chicago from 
1901-1905. O’Neill’s documentation of Irish tunes 
in Chicago at the turn of the twentieth century is 
often credited with saving Irish music in the wake 
of mass emigration from Ireland. His efforts 
resulted in the publication of several books, which 
are still respected sources for Irish traditional music 
today. 

However, the latter years of O’Neill’s life were 
tragic; he had outlived many of his own children 
and felt that the Irish music he loved was fading 
into history, despite his efforts. O’Neill gave many 
of his manuscripts and books to Notre Dame 
University. Other materials were given to musical 
companions, such as Michael Dunn. 

The Dunn Collection includes 32 rare cylinder 
recordings produced by O’Neill of the great 
musicians of his time, many never commercially 
recorded. In collaboration with the Library of 
Congress, WIMA had these recordings digitized in 
2007. A detailed article about Chief O’Neill and 
these cylinders can be found at: http://
www.loc.gov/folklife/news/pdf/afcnews-
fall-2007.pdf

Irish television station TG4 recently featured Chief 
O’Neill on an episode of their Na Bailitheoiri Ceoil 
program, which examines famous Irish music 
collectors. WIMA Director Barry Stapleton and 
clips of the cylinder recordings were included in the 
episode. Visit tg4.tv, click on "Faisneis - Cartlann" 
in the left hand navigation, and scroll down to Na 
Bailitheori Ceol - 18/3/09 to view the show.

Currently WIMA is seeking funding to develop a 
collaborative project with University College Cork, 
which holds another collection of O’Neill’s 
cylinders.  

Now through August 10th, the Harley-Davidson 
Museum® will host a special display, One 
American Hero, telling the story of Staff Sergeant 
Wallace Van Sandt, a young motorcycle 
enthusiast killed in action during WWII.  

For decades, Wallace’s family preserved his 
memory through his prized possession, a 1941 
Harley-Davidson® WLD Sport Solo, along with 
many other personal mementoes from his short 
life.

Today, the Museum has been entrusted to 
preserve his possessions, with the Wallace Van 
Sandt collection now a part of the Harley-
Davidson Archives. Visitors will see the Flight Red 
motorcycle, in the same condition Wallace left it 
but for a light cleaning, along with moving 
testaments to the Van Sandt’s family’s 
experience, including Wallace’s handwritten 
letters home, his Purple Heart, and the actual 
Western Union telegram received by the family 
informing them of their son’s tragic fate.

One American Hero Exhibit at Harley-
Davidson Museum

http://www.loc.gov/folklife/news/pdf/afcnews-fall-2007.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/news/pdf/afcnews-fall-2007.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/news/pdf/afcnews-fall-2007.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/news/pdf/afcnews-fall-2007.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/news/pdf/afcnews-fall-2007.pdf
http://www.loc.gov/folklife/news/pdf/afcnews-fall-2007.pdf
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Check out MU's Special Collections and Archives' 
monthly online "In the Spotlight." The April
exhibit <http://www.marquette.edu/library/
collections/archives/News/Spotlight/
04-2009/04-2009.html>, features Dorothy Day's 
sit-ins for peace, which took place fifty years ago 
this month, with a small collection of
digitized documents, including letters and Catholic 
Worker articles relating to the actions of Day and 
her colleagues. May's spotlight <http://
www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/
News/Spotlight/05-2009/05-2009.html> subject is 

Marquette's first Junior Year Abroad pioneer, 
Jeanne Bowen, a 27-year old English major who 
traveled to Ireland in 1958. Documents in the 
online exhibit include letters between Bowen and 
Rev. Virgil Blum, S.J., chairman of the then-new
program, as well as articles from the Marquette 
Tribune and Milwaukee Journal. Past "In the 
Spotlight" features are collected at: <http://
digitalmarquette.contentdm.oclc.org/ITS/
index.html>.

Marquette University, “In the Spotlight”

the "lone arranger" in our Archives, SWAG has 
made me feel much less alone, and I think there are 
many of our members who have come to feel the 
same way. Yes, we've got a lot to be proud of!

(Reflections, cont’d from pg. 1)

I'm not sure if our long-time archivists realize 
just how much information those new to 
archiving pick up just by listening intently at 
our meetings. For one who has "been there" I 
can certainly attest to how much SWAG has 
made what seemed like an overwhelming task 
much more manageable because of some of 
the "little things" I've picked up at our 
meetings. That, to me, is SWAG's greatest asset 
- its members. As someone who is pretty much 

Member News:
Ericson Appointed to NHPRC

Tim Ericson, former director of the graduate Archival Studies Program at the University of Wiscsonsin-
Milwaukee, has been appointed as SAA’s new representative to the National Historical Publications and 
Records Commission. On May 28 and 29, Tim traveled to Washington, D.C. to attend his first meeting 
of the commission.

http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/04-2009/04-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/04-2009/04-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/04-2009/04-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/04-2009/04-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/04-2009/04-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/04-2009/04-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/05-2009/05-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/05-2009/05-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/05-2009/05-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/05-2009/05-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/05-2009/05-2009.html
http://www.marquette.edu/library/collections/archives/News/Spotlight/05-2009/05-2009.html
http://digitalmarquette.contentdm.oclc.org/ITS/index.html
http://digitalmarquette.contentdm.oclc.org/ITS/index.html
http://digitalmarquette.contentdm.oclc.org/ITS/index.html
http://digitalmarquette.contentdm.oclc.org/ITS/index.html
http://digitalmarquette.contentdm.oclc.org/ITS/index.html
http://digitalmarquette.contentdm.oclc.org/ITS/index.html
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Archives Profile
In this ongoing feature of the newsletter we will 
focus on an individual member institution.  This 
issues profile looks at the Alverno College Archives.

Alverno College is a small, Catholic women's 
college founded by the School Sisters of St. Francis 
in 1887.  Opening with six students, the School 
Sisters began the school to train members of the 
order to become teachers for parish elementary 
schools.  Later changed to Alverno Teachers 
College, the school would begin to admit lay 
students in 1948.

The education of teachers was not the only 
pedagogical pursuit of the School Sisters, however.  
The order's motherhouse also offered music 
studies, which culminated in the organization of St. 
Joseph's Convent Conservatory of Music (later 
Alverno College of Music) in 1924.  The 
conservatory trained members of their community 
to be church musicians, choir leaders and music 
teachers.

Nursing education was a third area in which the 
School Sisters had an interest.  Delayed by World 
War I, Sacred Heart School of Nursing would not 
open until 1930.  The three schools - education, 
music and nursing - operated independently from 
each other, but shared the same campus at St. 
Joseph's Convent on south Layton Blvd. 

By 1951, the three schools had merged to become 
Alverno College. Shortly after, the North Central 
Association accredited Alverno as a four-year, 
women’s college.  With the merger and the 
admission of lay students came growth and the 
need for a larger, modern facility.  In 1953, the 
college moved to its current location (a fifty-acre 
site about 2 miles south of the convent between 
South 39th Street and South 43rd Street at Morgan 
Avenue).

In the early 1970s, anticipating the twenty-fifth 

anniversary of Alverno’s move to its present 
location on S. 43rd St., Sr. Joel Read, then 
Alverno College President and a trained 
historian, pushed for the establishment of an 
archive. Not coincidentally, it was also the 
heyday of the United States Bicentennial. In 
January 1975, a retired Business Education 
instructor, Sr. Joanne Barras, was appointed as 
the first College Archivist.

In the early days of the Archives, collecting was 
done through a process of "catch as catch can."  
A records management program in conjunction 
with the college archives program was added in 
the spring of 1988. The Archives became the 
official repository of the SWITCH (Southeastern 
Wisconsin Information Technology Exchange) 
Consortium in 1997. In early 2000, the Archives 
web site <http://depts.alverno.edu/archives/
archome/> was launched.

The Archives is housed in five rooms including 
three remote storage sites and includes about 
1627 cubic feet of materials including about 
4000 videotapes, audiotapes, microforms, 
photographs, photonegatives, scrapbooks, 
publications and both paper and electronic 
documents. The Alverno College Archives is 
primarily an institutional repository with the 
exception of the SWITCH consortium records. 
Collections of note include those documenting the 
Research Center on Women (RCW) and 
Alverno's unique ability-based curriculum. 

The Fischer farm was on the site of what is now Alverno 
Co#ege. The land was sold to the School Sisters of St. Francis in 
July 1944.

http://depts.alverno.edu/archives/archome/
http://depts.alverno.edu/archives/archome/
http://depts.alverno.edu/archives/archome/
http://depts.alverno.edu/archives/archome/

