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Hello Fellow SWAGgers!

I hope you all are having a wonderful summer. Coming up in 
late October/early November we will have our annual 
education session as part of our fall meeting. Dave and Mike 
are looking for some help with this event, so please contact 
them at herrewig.dave@millercoors.com or 
archives@salvatorians.com with ideas or suggestions. 

Speaking of meetings, a big thank you to Bill Jackson and the 
Harley-Davidson Museum for hosting our spring meeting. 
Everyone who attended had a great time touring the museum 
and visiting the archives.

As always, if you have any ideas, questions or suggestions for 
the newsletter, please contact me at 
stephanieawilliams@northwesternmutual.com.  The newsletter 
is a great platform for sharing news and updates about your 
repository and learning about happenings at other SWAG 
institutions.  I will put out a call for submissions sometime in 
October for our next newsletter, but feel free to send me your 
stories, updates, and news items at anytime.

Thank you,

Steff
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From biplane walkers to the thick-headed 
stuntmen of Jackass, the daredevils of 
history have traded great risk for fame and 
fortune. In the 1970s, one such daredevil 
rose to stardom and inspired people young 
and old around the world: Evel Knievel.

To mark the 35th anniversary of his 
Wembley Stadium jump, from now until 
September 6th the Harley-Davidson 
Museum temporary exhibit True Evel: The 
Amazing Story of Evel Knievel will tell the 
story of the man behind the performer 
through fascinating artifacts drawn from 
both the Harley-Davidson Museum 
Archives and the Knievel family 
collection.

From Knievel’s early start as a side-show 
character in Butte, Montana, to his 
transformation into a larger-than-life 
master showman, marketer, and folk hero 
with international appeal, the 10,000-
square-foot exhibit will engage visitors 
with the story of the man behind the 
seemingly fearless performer. Visitors will 
see legendary pieces including his 
signature leathers and cane, personal 
photographs and letters, collectors’ toys 
and memorabilia, and the half-motorcycle, 
half-rocket “Skycycle” used to jump the 
Snake River Canyon.

Setting numerous records over his career, 
Knievel’s bike of choice was the Harley-
Davidson XR-750. He was sponsored by the 
Motor Company through most of the 1970s.

For more information on the exhibit or to 
buy tickets visit the Harley-Davidson 
Musuem’s website at: http://www.harley-
davidson.com/wcm/Content/Pages/
HD_Museum/exhibits.jsp?locale=en_US. 

Harley-Davidson Museum Displays True 
Evel

“Skycycle”on display as part of the Harley-Davidson 
Museum’s True Evel: The Amazing Story of Evel Knievel 
exhibit.
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Johnson Controls Celebrates 125th 
Anniversary
This past May, Johnson Controls' 
celebrated its 125th anniversary.  To 
mark the occasion, the company 
pulled from its archives to create an 
anniversary book, a traveling exhibit, 
a commemorative video and an 
interactive website.  For more 
anniversary information visit:  http://
www.johnsoncontrols.com/publish/us/
en/about/our_history.html.

Member News:
Ericson Again Enjoying Retirement
In June, after completing his thrice extended 
term as Interim Archivist at UW-River Falls, 
Tim Ericson flew to Atlanta for two weeks to 
teach again at the Georgia Archives Institute.  
Now re-retired, Tim continues to conduct 
research into a pre-Civil War African 
American community that grew up in Pierce 

County.  He has pulled together his findings 
into a power point presentation, which he has 
given almost a dozen times to various 
community groups and is scheduled to give 
again twice in October.
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Archives Profile
In this ongoing feature of the newsletter we will 
focus on an individual member institution.  This 
issue’s profile looks at the National Archives at 
Chicago and Records Group 77.

As Milwaukee and other major cities in the Midwest 
began to play increasingly important roles in 19th 
century agricultural and manufacturing markets, the 
Army Corps of Engineers was tasked with improving 
transportation routes as well as building numerous 
structures for the Department of the Treasury such as 
customs houses and lighthouses.  When the Army 
Corps of Engineers initially began operations in the 
Great Lakes, there was a single officer assigned to all 
of the harbors on Lake Michigan.  As the number of 
projects increased, offices were established in 
Chicago and Milwaukee in 1870.  By 1916, Lake 
Michigan and its various surrounding rivers were 
divided between offices in Chicago, Milwaukee, and 
Grand Rapids.  Responsibility for maintaining the 
harbors and navigable rivers of southeast Wisconsin 
later passed back to the Chicago District, then to the 
Detroit District, where it currently resides.  Records 
relating to projects undertaken by all of these offices 
from the years 1832 to 1979 are found at the National 
Archives at Chicago in Record Group 77 – Records 
of the Office of the Chief of Engineers.  

Record Group 77 is used by a variety of researchers 
including those in maritime history, underwater 
archaeology, environmental history and site 
remediation, historical preservation, the agency’s 
history, and many other topics.  The over 2000 cubic 
feet of records found in Record Group 77 document 
the construction and maintenance of locks, dams, and 
canals; as well as harbor improvement and flood 
control analyses.  Textual records found in the 
holdings include field books, journals, 
correspondence, and other records related to the 
preparing and publishing of nautical charts and other 
navigation aids, reconnaissance and scouting reports, 
and statistical reports in bound volumes.  Nontextual 

records include charts, engineering maps and 
drawings, and photographs.  Staff at the National 
Archives at Chicago recently conducted 
nontextual preservation work on records from the 
Chicago District, which resulted in numerous 
drawings from Corps of Engineers projects in 
Wisconsin being unrolled, inventoried, and 
flattened.  Records include a 1933 compilation of 
information on all of the movable bridges in 
Wisconsin, cross sections of bridge caissons, 
docks, and breakwaters, as well as detailed 
information on dredging operations over time in 
various rivers and harbors.  

Portions of this Record Group may possibly have 
access restrictions covered by FOIA exemption (b)
(2).  Researchers interested learning more about 
record group 77 should contact the reference staff 
at the National Archives at Chicago by sending an 
email request to chicago.archives@nara.gov or 
calling 773-948-9001.  The National Archives at 
Chicago is located at 7358 S Pulaski, Chicago, IL 
60629.  The research room is open to the public 
Monday through Friday, 8:00 to 4:15, as well as 
8:00 to 4:15 on the second Saturday of each 
month.  The National Archives at Chicago can 
also be found on Facebook under "National 
Archives at Chicago" or www.facebook.com/
nationalarchiveschicago.  

Photograph of dockworkers on Chicago lakeshore 002, 
circa 1890-1891. Record Group 77
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