
NEWS FROM THE SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN ARCHIVES GROUP ! SUMMER, 2011

! PAGE 1

From the Editor
What’s Inside:

Collection X at the 
Harley-Davidson 
Museum........................2

Member News: 
Marquette University High 
School Appoints 
Archivist......3

Member News: 
UWM Archives’ Local 
History 
Lecture........................3

Photo Gallery: Spring 2011 
Meeting and Tour at the 
MillerCoors Milwaukee 
Archives................4

Archives Profile:
The University of 
Wisconsin--Parkside 
Archives.......................5

Hello Fellow SWAGgers!

I hope the first half of 2011 has gone well for you all.

In this issue of SWAG News we learn about a new exhibit at the 
Harley-Davidson Museum, a new addition to our local archives 
ranks, and an upcoming local history lecture at UWM.  We also 
get to view photographs from our spring meeting at the 
MillerCoors Milwaukee Archives.  This issue closes with our 
continuing series profiling member institutions.  This time we 
learn about the archives at the University of Wisconsin--
Parkside.

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles.  Please keep 
them coming.  I will put out a request in October or November 
for the next issue, but feel free to send me your stories, updates, 
and news items at anytime.  As always, if you have any ideas, 
questions or suggestions for the newsletter or if you would like 
to have your institution included in our profile series, please 
contact me at stephanieawilliams@northwesternmutual.com.   

Thank you,

Steff

SWAG News
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See an exotic collection of 
motorcycling oddities in their 
natural habitat: the Harley-Davidson 
Museum in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
From secret prototypes to fantastic 
folk-art creations to "What were 
they thinking?" contraptions, an 
amazing array of treasures from the 
world's largest collection of Harley-
Davidson materials will be on 
display for a limited time. You won't 
believe your eyes!

With the opening of the Harley-
Davidson Museum in 2008, the 
general public got its first glimpse 
of an unrivaled collection of 
motorcycles and motorcycling 
materials. But the museum is only 
able to show a small portion of this 
incredible collection at any one 
time. This summer, Collection X: 
Weird Wild Wonders of the Harley-
Davidson Museum gives us a 
chance to show a cross-section of 
other rare and wonderful pieces that 
the Harley-Davidson Archives has 
preserved for posterity.

The artifacts exhibited here for the 
first time run the gamut from 
experimental motorcycles that never 
made it to market to marketed 
products that seem downright odd to 
contemporary sensibilities. Featured 
displays also highlight individual 
creations demonstrating the 

Collection X at the Harley-Davidson 
Museum
From Kimberly Thomas

ingenuity and passion of Harley enthusiasts. Some items document 
fascinating stories, others are completely mysterious. Together, they 
tell quite a tale.

Exhibit highlights include:

 • Vehicles - feats of engineering and ingenuity, fascinating 
novelties, and a variety of unique creations

 • Novelties - out-of-the ordinary merchandise and collectibles 
that highlight the broad range of both H-D branded and 
generally motorcycle-inspired products, from fishing lures to 
planters to coffee urns

 • Expressions of Devotion - Folk art and other individual 
expressions of the passion enthusiasts have for the sport of 
motorcycling and the Harley-Davidson brand

 • Amazing Assemblages - Artistic displays illuminating the 
variety and extent of the Harley-Davidson Archives collection

 • Weird Gear - Clothing and accessories from the functional to 
the purely fashionable

 • Did You Know? - objects that tell little-known stories from 
Harley-Davidson history, from lawnmower engines to rockets

 • Odd, Intriguing, and Mysterious photographs - highlights 
from the vast photographic archives

 • Guest Stars - a variety of strange vehicles, folk art, gear and 
memorabilia from other great collections

Displayed in The Garage on the Harley-Davidson Museum campus, 
the exhibit covers approximately 8,000 square feet, and includes rare 
films and interactive displays.
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UWM Archives’ Local History Lecture
From Christel Maass

This year's UWM Archives' Revisting Our Past 
Local History Lecture is "Milwaukee's Polonia and 
the Photographic Memories of Roman 
Kwasniewski," featuring a discussion with John 
Gurda, Bernie Jędrzejczak, Conrad Kaminski, and 
Donald E. Pienkos.

In its heyday, Milwaukee’s Polish community was 
among the largest in the United States. The first 
Polish inhabitant of Milwaukee arrived as early as 
1842, and by the turn of the century Polish-
Americans formed the second largest ethnic group 
in the city. Most settled in a four-square mile area 
on the South Side known as “Polonia.”

During the years 1907-1947, Roman Kwasniewski 
created a lovingly detailed portrait of this 
community through his photography. His 
collection, held in the UWM Libraries Archives, 

provides the most extensive visual documentation 
of a Polish community in the United States.

The program will take place on Thursday, July 21 
from 6-7:30pm in the Fourth Floor Conference 
Center at the UWM Golda Meir Library. It is free 
and open to the public. Accommodations for people 
with disabilities can be made if requested ahead of 
time by calling (414) 229-6202. Co-sponsors are 
the UWM Libraries and the Friends of the Golda 
Meir Library.

This past March, Barbara Trippel Simmons was 
appointed school archivist at Marquette 
University High School.  One of the oldest Jesuit 
secondary schools in the United States, Marquette 
University High School was founded in 
Milwaukee as St. Aloysius Academy in 1857.  

The establishment of the Marquette University 
High School Archives is an important step for the 
school, which values and celebrates its heritage 
and traditions, as well as its part in the local 
community.

Marquette University High School 
Appoints Archivist
From Barbara Trippel Simmons

Member News
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Photo Gallery:
Spring 2011 Meeting and Tour at the 
MillerCoors Milwaukee Archives
By Jamie McFarlane
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Archives Profile:
University of Wisconsin—Parkside 
Archives.  
By Anna Stadick

No one can be indifferent about the year 1968. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.  and Bobby Kennedy met their death by 
assassination, the Tet Offensive began, the Packers won 
Superbowl II and Catholics mused over the directives of 
Humanae Vitae.

Kenosha and Racine counties cannot remain indifferent 
about 1968 either. It brought them the University of 
Wisconsin—Parkside. Parkside began as an extension of 
UW-Madison, combining two existing extensions in 
Racine and Kenosha. Three years later, when the 
Wisconsin legislature decided to merge the UW-system 
and the state college system of Wisconsin, Parkside joined 
the one university system.

With the university came the archives. The two extensions 
became the default first donors of material. Their record 
collections comprised about 50 cu. ft. The fledgling 
administration, academic departments, facilities, and 
activities of the new university produced records to slowly 
form the archives, which has now reached about 2,700 
linear feet and is quickly growing. Keeping up with 
records management and teaching departments the 
importance of following proper record procedures 
comprises the archivist’s daily concerns.

Beyond archival collections, Parkside serves as the public 
records repository for Racine and Kenosha Counties. 
Soon after its founding, the university entered into an 
agreement with the Wisconsin Historical Society 
designating the archives as an Area Research Center. As 
such, it houses the public records of the counties for 
which it bears responsibility. WHS accessions and 
processes records and deposits them at the relevant 
repository.  WHS also deposits manuscript collections of 
personal papers, business records, cultural societies and 
labor unions in the ARC’s. One collection of note among 
these holdings are the records of the Racine Belles 
women’s professional baseball team. The ARC collections 
occupy approximately 1,200 linear feet.

Further, the archive collects manuscript materials of 
local collections. It contains the many wonderful 
photos of the Racine Labor newspaper, the records of a 
local feminist press, a survey of records of local 
industries and the Nash/American Motors collection, 
to mention a few. Manuscript collections make up 
about 85 linear feet of the total holdings.

In addition, The Archives and ARC also serves as the 
special collections library. Collection strongpoints 
include the works of Irving Wallace, David Kherdian, 
many wonderful artist books of southeastern 
Wisconsin artists, and a number of rare small press 
volumes. The archive provides advice and expertise to 
local historical societies, teaches history classes the 
methods for the use of archival materials, produces 
displays for campus and other groups, and provides 
internship opportunities to graduate archive students 
from various institutions.

One full-time archivist and records manager, one full-
time assistant, a varying number of student workers 
and occasional graduate fieldworkers staff the 
archives. The director of the UW-Parkside Library, 
Vanaja Menon, and the administration of the university 
strongly support the archives. 

Leserzimmer reading room at the University of 
Wisconsin--Parkside Archives.


