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Hello Fellow SWAGgers!

Welcome to 2011! I hope the coming year is a joyous one for 
you all.

In this issue of SWAG News we have several interesting articles 
from our member institutions.  We hear about digital projects at 
UWM, Marquette, the Milwaukee Public Library, and UW-
Parkside, a new book featuring information from the Johnson 
Controls Archives, an exhibit at the Priests of the Sacred Heart, 
and an exciting Scottish archival adventure undertaken by staff 
and students from UWM.  This issue also includes our 
continuing series profiling member institutions.  This time we 
learn about the archives at MillerCoors Milwaukee.

Thank you to everyone who submitted articles.  Please keep 
them coming.  I will put out a request in March or April for the 
next issue, but feel free to send me your stories, updates, and 
news items at anytime.  As always, if you have any ideas, 
questions or suggestions for the newsletter, please contact me 
at stephanieawilliams@northwesternmutual.com.   

Thank you,

Steff

SWAG News
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Researchers interested in the history 
of Milwaukee’s civil rights 
movement have a new online 
resource to assist them, the March 
On Milwaukee Civil Rights History 
Project. This digital collection 
provides access to some of the most 
well used sources located in the 
UWM Libraries’ Archives 
Department. The collection is online 
at www.marchonmilwaukee.uwm.edu. 

March On Milwaukee vividly 
documents the 1960s civil rights 
movement in Milwaukee, during 
which community members waged 
protests, boycotts, and legislative 
battles against segregation and 
discriminatory practices in schools, 
housing, and social clubs.  The 
collection seeks to make 
Milwaukee’s place in the national 
struggle for racial equality more 
accessible, engaging, and 
interactive.

The digital collection, which was 
created by a team of 13 professional 
staff, faculty, and students from the 
UWM Libraries and the UWM 
History Department, contains a 
selection of primary source 
materials, including 2,200 textual 
documents; 22 photographs; 19 oral 

Milwaukee Civil Rights Digital Site 
By Christel Maass

 

history recordings and 
transcripts; and 30 clips of news 
film footage.  

Materials were selected from a 
number of heavily used civil 
rights collections, many of them 
owned by the Wisconsin 
Historical Society, and which 
frequently travel throughout the 
state’s Area Research Center 
(ARC) network for use by 
researchers, including the James 
Groppi papers; Lloyd Barbee 
papers; Congress of Racial 
Equality, Milwaukee Chapter 
records; Milwaukee United 
School Integration Committee 
records; records of the Henry 
Maier administration; and 
Milwaukee Journal Stations 
records (WTMJ-TV), among 
other materials.  

March On Milwaukee also 
includes contextual information 
to enhance understanding of the 
primary sources, including a 
map delineating key historic 
sites; a timeline; key terms; and 
a bibliography of selected 
published sources.  The project 
team will develop curricular and 
teaching resources in the near 
future.  

For more information about the 
site, please contact the UWM 
Libraries’ Archives Department 
at (414) 229-5402 or 
askarch@uwm.edu. 

Graphic depicting Father James Groppi and Alderwoman Vel Phillips 
during a school segregation demonstration in the late 1960s.

http://www.marchonmilwaukee.uwm.edu
http://www.marchonmilwaukee.uwm.edu
mailto:askarch@uwm.edu
mailto:askarch@uwm.edu
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Marquette Announces New Digital 
Collection 
By Michelle Sweetser
Raynor Memorial Libraries announces the launch of 
a new digital collection, Building a Campus (http://
digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/CB//index.html), 
drawing upon photographs, drawings, clippings, and 
programs held in the University Archives. The 
collection currently includes more than 600 items, 
circa 1900 to the present, documenting the life of 14 
buildings that have played a role in the history of the 
campus.

The buildings documented include the original 
Marquette College Building, Brooks Memorial 
Union, McCormick Hall, and St. Joan of Arc Chapel.   

Building a Campus was created with both casual and 
serious researchers in mind and was designed to fit 
the needs of both, providing information regarding 
the history of the building itself, as well as 
information about the image scanned. The collection 
provides a visual history of each building through the 
inclusion of photographs, while digitized printed 

materials, such as dedication programs, pamphlets, 
articles, and newspaper clippings, provide more in-
depth historical information about the structure.

Many buildings play a part in the history of an 
institution more than 125 years in the making. The 
14 buildings included in the collection at this time 
represent only a small number of those utilized over 
the years. Focus groups conducted on campus in late 
2008 informed decision-making about which to 
include first; buildings prioritized for inclusion often 
had historical importance, bore significance for large 
numbers of students (now alumni), or were deemed 
representative of the Marquette brand. 
Documentation for more campus buildings will be 
added over time.

Questions about this collection may be directed to: 
Michelle Sweetser, Archivist, Special Collections 
and University Archives, (414) 288-5905.

The staff members at the UW-Parkside Archives 
proudly announce that the finding aids to UW-P’s own 
manuscript collections are now available through the 
magic of Encoded Archival Description at the 
University of Wisconsin Digital Collections site: 
http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/wiarchives/ 

To find these new tools, use the search function, limit 
the search to location UW-Parkside and type 
“manuscript collection” in the find box. This will 
differentiate the newly-added from the Wisconsin 
Historical Society collections housed at UW-P, for 
which WHS already encoded their finding aids.

These finding aids describe 17 manuscript collections 
including personal papers, business and professional 
organization papers, as well as cultural societies 
located in Racine and Kenosha counties.

Two graduate students rewrote the finding aids into 
DACS-modeled documents and then encoded them 
into EAD.  Once the students completed their work  
Melissa Olson, archive assistant, finished any 
remaining encoding and fixed code errors resulting 
from the first few imperfect attempts. 

Parkside Finding Aids READY
By Anna Stadick

http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/CB//index.html
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/CB//index.html
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/CB//index.html
http://digitalmarquette.cdmhost.com/CB//index.html
http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/wiarchives/
http://digicoll.library.wisc.edu/wiarchives/
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This past November, the Priests of the 
Sacred Heart’s Leo Dehon Library 
developed an exhibit honoring those 
members of the community who had died 
over the past year, as well as veterans 
among their order.  The display focused 
on Leo Dehon’s (founder of the Priests of 
the Sacred Heart) work to recruit older 
members (vocations) into the seminary.

The venerable Leo John Dehon began 
recruiting older vocations in December 
1912 at Brugelette, Belgium under the 
auspices of St. Francis Xavier.  According 
to letters from October 1920, among these 
older vocations were former soldiers. 
(Selections from Leo Dehon's Diaries: 
The War Years, Franklin:  Dehon Study 
Center, 2010, pg. 6-9).
 
In the United States, the US Province 
responded to Dehon’s mission by 
encouraging older vocations who had 
served in the armed forces to study at the 
order’s seminaries.  Beginning in April 
1953, Dehon Seminary of the Sacred 
Heart at Great Barrington, Massachusetts 
received several older vocations, among 
them former soldiers.  

Eleven years later, in February 1964, the 
renovated Leland home in Redlands, 
California also began accepting older 
seminarians from the armed forces.  The 
vocations continued to study there until 
July 1968, when Sacred Heart Seminary 

Development of the Older Vocation 
By Fr. Wayne Jenkins

for Adult Vocations opened in Victorville, California.  

The programs in Maine and California provided a Liberal 
Arts education, concentrating on the teaching of Latin, 
Greek, French, English and religion.  Candidates from both 
programs continued their studies for the priesthood at Sacred 
Heart Monastery, which became Sacred Heart School of 
Theology in 1972.

Many older vocations continued their military service while 
completing their seminary studies, including Sergeant 
Stephen Cyr, mentioned in the Dehon Library exhibit.  Cyr 
was wounded on an Italian battlefield during World War II 
and received the Purple Heart medal for bravery.  He later 
became a Priest of the Sacred Heart (SCJ) and served the 
Native American children at St. Joseph's Indian School, 
Chamberlain, South Dakota.

 

Group of Sacred Heart Seminarians in their uniforms, 1960.
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On store shelves now:  Book highlights 
Warren Johnson’s invention 
From Ken Wirth

The year was 1889. Many of the important 
inventions taken for granted today were still 
novelties – but industrial giants were taking 
advantage of these innovations in their factories as 
well as their homes.

Captain Frederick Pabst was no different. When the 
owner of the United States’ largest brewery 
commissioned an architect to design his mansion, he 
determined that electricity, plumbing and more 
would grace the home. Among its conveniences:  a 
state-of-the-art heating system from the company 
now known as Johnson Controls.

In Wisconsin's Own: Twenty Remarkable Homes 
(Wisconsin Historical Society Press, 2010), M. 

Caren Connolly and Louis Wasserman tell the 
stories of some of the state’s historically prominent 
residences – including Milwaukee’s Pabst Mansion 
and its installation of new technologies.

Ken Wirth, records and archives project manager, 
explained, “In addition to describing the mansions 
themselves, the authors wanted to provide context 
regarding the style of the homes, as informed by 
history, mechanical innovations of the day, available 
natural resources and the personalities of the owners 
and architects. In the case of the Pabst Mansion, it 
was significant not just because of its beauty and 
luxury, but because of the installation of then-
modern equipment like the Johnson System of 
Temperature Regulation.”

The Milwaukee Public Library recently launched 
the MPL Special Collections Finder, a digital 
repository for a growing collection of finding aids 
for archival and special collections at the library. 

The Milwaukee Public Library’s archives consist of 
the City of Milwaukee Archives, the Great Lakes 
Marine Collection, the Historic Photo Archives, the 
Local History Manuscript Collection, the 
Milwaukee Road Archives, MPL’s own archives, 
and the Wisconsin Architectural Archives. In 
addition, many of Central Library’s subject 
departments have special collections beyond those 

encompassed by these seven archives. Most, 
although not all, of these special collections contain 
local history resources; however, all of the 
collections contain materials unique to the 
Milwaukee Public Library.

The MPL Special Collections Finder joins the 
library’s other digital collections, which are 
especially rich in photographic materials from the 
library’s holdings. Visit them all via the "Digital 
Collections" link on the library's home page, 
www.mpl.org.

MPL Launches Special Collections Finder
By Heather Smith

(Continued on Page 6).

http://www.mpl.org
http://www.mpl.org
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When author Louis Wasserman toured the Pabst 
Mansion, he was intrigued by its circa-1890 
temperature gauges which are still installed in the 
basement. Following up with Ken, Louis visited 
Johnson Controls’ archives to view catalogs and 
contract records from the time period.  

The book, which is being sold by various retailers 
in stores and online, indicates that the Pabst 
Mansion employed many mechanical advances 
related to heating and, “Using Warren Johnson’s 
invention, these technical innovations could be 
controlled for the first time by the owner via a 
series of pneumatic climate switches set in each 
room. The switches were powered by a battery 
similar to today’s low-voltage controls, and they 

pneumatically closed and opened dampers to 
regulate the heat supply.”

Johnson Controls historical records show that 
Andrew Carnegie’s New York City home (now 
the Cooper Hewitt Museum of American Design) 
used a similar system.

This is a good example of how archives help the 
past come alive, said Ken. “For example, 
reflecting on our history shows that we’ve 
actually been engaging in our 10-Year Markers of 
Innovation and Sustainability from the start. It’s 
great to see that highlighted in a book available to 
the mass market.”

(Continued #om Page 5).

This past summer, staff and students from the 
University of Wisconsin--Milwaukee travelled to 
Edinburgh, Scotland, studying archives and 
archival work in the United Kingdom.  “In the 
Scottish Archive” was a 3 credit course offered 
through the School of Information Studies, and 
developed by Ellen Engseth, Katie Blank and Amy 
Cooper Cary. The goals were to provide a 
comparative learning opportunity for students, 
encourage international experience in professional 
training, and provide networking opportunities 
outside of the usual circles. The class was 
structured as a study tour centered around visits to 
archives, libraries and museums. Readings, 
lectures, discussions, and writing complemented 
the onsite learning.

In the Scottish Archive 

By Ellen Engseth

“In the Scottish Archive” participants at the Hopetoun 
House Estate located in the outskirts of Edinburgh, Scotland.

(Continued on Page 7).
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Through "behind the scenes" tours 
at 12 institutions, and 
conversations with over 30 
hospitable Scottish colleagues, the 
group learned new archival 
information, compared and 
contrasted techniques, reviewed 
interesting materials and enjoyed 
many cups of tea.

The course was based at Dalkeith 
House, a historic country estate and 
a former home of the Duke of 
Buccleuch located 6 miles outside 
of Edinburgh. The current house is 
300 years old – though a castle has 
been standing on the site since at 
least the 12th century – and it 
provided an interesting living and 
learning space. Itself a location of 
some local and international 
importance, Dalkeith House was a 
compelling place in which to 
consider history and historical 
information in the United 
Kingdom.

A fire-proof “Charter room” 
provided for centuries the private 
archive in which the family kept 
safe their important titles, deeds 
and artifacts. Over the years, the 
House played host to some 
important moments in history: 
sources say General Monck 
planned the Restoration of Charles 

II in what is now the dining room; 
in 1842, Queen Victoria ran her 
government from a second-floor 
drawing room (also where the 
UWM students studied); and Polish 
Resistance Army soldiers resided at 
the House during World War II. 
Their drawings and graffiti remain 
on the walls.

Highlights of the trip included 
meeting with the national archivist, 
who holds the title “Keeper of the 
Records,” and exploring the 
National Archives of Scotland. The 
group spent a day with colleagues 
at Edinburgh University Library 
where a team including the only 
Gaelic-speaking archivist in 
Scotland is working on a bi-lingual 
folklore project. (Friend them on 
Facebook!). Other visits included 
the Royal Commission on the 
Ancient & Historical Monuments 
of Scotland, where the class 
researched documents on Dalkeith 
House; the National Library of 
Scotland, where participants 
enjoyed a private viewing of the 
(original) last letter written by 
Mary Queen of Scots; and the 
volunteer-run Hopetoun House 
family library. 

 

SITES VISITED:

Edinburgh University Library
General Register Office/
ScotlandsPeople Centre
Heriot-Watt University Library
Hopetoun House Estate
National Archives of Scotland
National Gallery of Modern Art
National Library of Scotland
Royal Bank of Scotland
Royal Commission on the Ancient 
& Historical Monuments of 
Scotland
The Scotsman Newspaper
Scottish Catholic Archives
Scottish Life Archive at the 
National Museum of Scotland

(Continued #om Page 6).
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http://digital.nls.uk/mqs/trans1.html
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-museum-gallery/crc/collections/special-collections
http://www.ed.ac.uk/schools-departments/information-services/services/library-museum-gallery/crc/collections/special-collections
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
http://www.hw.ac.uk/archive/
http://www.hw.ac.uk/archive/
http://www.hopetoun.co.uk/
http://www.hopetoun.co.uk/
http://www.nas.gov.uk/
http://www.nas.gov.uk/
http://www.nationalgalleries.org/research/page/7:284/
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http://www.nls.uk/
http://www.rbs.com/about-rbs/g2/heritage/our-story/history-highlights/our-archive-collections.ashx
http://www.rbs.com/about-rbs/g2/heritage/our-story/history-highlights/our-archive-collections.ashx
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/
http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/
http://www.scottishcatholicarchives.org.uk/Home/tabid/36/Default.aspx
http://www.scottishcatholicarchives.org.uk/Home/tabid/36/Default.aspx
http://www.nms.ac.uk/our_collections/scottish_life_archive.aspx
http://www.nms.ac.uk/our_collections/scottish_life_archive.aspx
http://www.nms.ac.uk/our_collections/scottish_life_archive.aspx
http://www.nms.ac.uk/our_collections/scottish_life_archive.aspx


NEWS FROM THE SOUTHEASTERN WISCONSIN ARCHIVES GROUP ! WINTER, 2011

! PAGE 8

Archives Profile:
The MillerCoors Milwaukee Archives.  
By Dave Herrewig

Cool Miller beer signs and neons, pre-Prohibition 
artifacts, old and new documents and pictures, plus 
founder Frederick J. Miller’s handwritten journals 
are all in the MillerCoors Milwaukee Archives.  Until 
2008 these were the archives of the Miller Brewing 
Company.  The archives was created in the 1990s 
when Miller’s historical documents, photos and 
artifacts were not in a central location.  At the same 
time photographer Richard Bosley donated the 
15,000 photographs he took at Miller from 1954 to 
1981.  Tice Nichols, head of security and an avid 
beer historian, organized the many items and was 
instrumental in the hiring of an archivist in 1998.  

In 1996 Miller purchased a huge collection of beer 
memorabilia, much of it non-Miller items; the 
collection filled three interstate moving vans. Other 
items were moved to Milwaukee when Miller closed 
a brewery it owned in Olympia, Washington.  

Since coming on board in 2003 much of the 
archivist’s time has been spent in appraisal, and 
selling non-Miller items, including 1,100 items sold 
on eBay.  Industrial-size skids of unneeded materials 
have been given away, much of it to the Potosi 
Brewery Foundation in Potosi, Wisconsin.  One 
collection of pre-1975 Theodore Hamm Brewing 
Company materials was donated to the Minnesota 
Historical Society. Some of the least relevant items 
have been destroyed; a dumpster can be an archivist’s 
friend!  

At present the collection is located in three places on 
the Milwaukee Campus, and in displays in the 
corporate office building.  Some cans and bottles still 
have old beer in them and it’s occasionally necessary 
to empty the containers to facilitate their usage: This 

does not mean drinking the beer, but, rather, 
pouring it out, or puncturing the cans from the 
bottom. 

The archives is set up primarily to respond to 
internal requests about Miller history and brands 
from throughout MillerCoors.  Since the merger 
with Coors in 2008, requests concerning Coors 
Brewing Company brands and history go to the 
archivist in Golden, Colorado.  Requests are 
usually for images, often of old packaging and 
sometimes of Miller historical figures.  
Occasionally, requests are for historical 
information; one of the differences of a corporate 
archives from a public one is that the corporate 
archivist does the research necessary to answer 
the question. 

The most interesting project was working with 
historian John Gurda in 2004-2005 as he 
researched and wrote Miller’s 150th anniversary 
history.  This book led to increased visibility for 
the archives, which supplied most of the photos.  
At present we are working on an internal 
corporate website presence for the Milwaukee and 
Golden archives. Presenting MillerCoors heritage 
to new employees from throughout the company 
also helps to make people aware of the archives. 

Archival collection items at MillerCoors Milwaukee 
Archives.


